13 APR 2021

ELECTION
BYE-LAW &
RULES
This Bye-Law covers the rules and regulations for the election of Samaggi Samagom
President. It also explains the powers of the electoral commission and how
complaints regarding elections are resolved.

www.samaggisamagom.com

INTRODUCTION
As the incumbent president of Samaggi Samagom Thai
Students Association in the UK has announced the nomination of
the Electoral Commission arrange for the holding of an election for
the next President of Samaggi Samagom, the Electoral
Commission shall set an appropriate Election Bye-Law and Rules
for election, regarding the notion from the meeting held by the
incumbent Executive members of Samaggi Samagom and the
Electoral Commission.
The Electoral Commission shall set an appropriate timeframe
for the reception of such applications using its discretion, receive
applications and any other attached document that is relevant to
the application process for the election, publish any relevant
announcement, as well as the announcement of the result of the
election.
The Electoral Commission shall lead interpretation of this ByeLaw except when one is not in position and shall undertake to hold
such election with utmost honesty and transparency.

Putthachat Sinted (Mr.)
Chairman of the Electoral Commission

Achiraya Sinlapapanya (Ms.)
Electoral Commission

Chutima Temnithirat(Ms.)
Electoral Commission
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Definitions—01
1.1 Candidate - A person who is standing for election to the
position of President of Samaggi Samagom.
1.2 Supporter - any person, whether a Samaggi Samagom
Member or not, who supports a candidate in their election
campaign. The term “supporter” is deemed, for these
purposes, to be the same as “campaigner”.
1.2.1 The actions of a “supporter” are directly
attributable to the candidate and the candidate
will take full responsibility for their actions.
1.2.2 The Electoral Commission shall be the sole
judge of whether someone should be regarded as
a supporter of a candidate.
1.3 Voter - A “voter” means any person who has cast their
own votes in the election and has not “supported” beyond
that.
1.4 Representation and Democracy Team - A team responsible
for supporting the elections, as decided by the Electoral
Commission.
1.5 Electoral Commission- An “Electoral Commission” are no
other than three people nominated by the incumbent
President to be an electoral commission.

Electoral Commission—02
2.1 Samaggi Samagom’s incumbent president is responsible
for the appointment of the Electoral Commission and may also
dismiss them, in accordance with procedures set out in
Samaggi Samagom Charter.
2.2 Electoral Commission is responsible for the good conduct
and management of the election, in accordance with all
relevant clauses in the Code of Conduct, announcements
regarding the election, and this Bye Law. They have the final
responsibility for the interpretation and implementation of this
Bye Law. Specifically, they shall:
i) Manage the elections fairly, properly and impartially;
ii) Instruct, oversee and support Representation and
Democracy Team;
iii) Determine the admissibility or otherwise of election
publicity;
iv) Investigate and rule on complaints in accordance
with the procedures in section 2,3,4,5, and 6

Candidate—03
3.1 Candidates have to submit required documents prior to
submitting Candidate Registration within the scheduled
timeframe to a set platform arranged by the Electoral
Commission. Candidates have to declare their eligibility all to
which they must apply:
i)
ii)
iii)
iv)

Having Thai citizenship;
Being at the age of majority;
Can communicate in Thai;

Having UK studentship for at least one academic
year;
v) Having commitment and devotion to work for
Samaggi Samagom;
vi) Being honest and accountable;
vii) Having sufficient guaranteed impartiality and
neutrality

Campaigning—04
4.1 Candidates must be campaigning within 3PM on one day
before the day of the election.
4.2 Candidates must not be campaigning for election until
after the Electoral Commission allow them to do so.
4.3 Candidates must not spend money to campaign for the
election in unlawful acts such as bribery and buying votes.
4.4 Candidates must take reasonable steps to ensure that the
actions of their supporters comply with the Election Bye-Laws
at all times and must be able to demonstrate this in the event
of a complaint against them.
4.5 Candidates may produce a website, or use their own, but
all content must be accessible to the Electoral Commission
and voters.
4.6 The Electoral Commission will run Candidates’ Debate as
part of campaigning that all candidates should attend.
4.7 Representation and Democracy team, supervised by the
Electoral Commission, will make some basic campaign
supplies available to candidates in each election.

Voting and the Count—05
5.1 Voting
5.1.1 The vote system must be able to effectively support the
number of people eligible to vote and easy to use in order to
ensure electoral transparency. System of voting and method
of voting shall be determined and arranged accordingly by
the Electoral Commission.
5.1.2 The names of candidates shall be placed in a random
order on the ballot and election publicity. For electronic
ballots, the names of candidates shall appear in random
order.
5.1.3 The Electoral Commission will ensure that voting is
accessible for all registered voters.
5.1.4 Voting shall be by secret ballot
5.1.5 Those who have been confirmed their eligibility to vote
after registering to cast their votes will receive an invitation
letter via the email used to register for the Presidential Election
of Samaggi Samagom on the date and time determined by
the Electoral Commission.

5.2 The Count
5.2.1 The count shall be supervised by the Electoral
Commission and a member of Representation and
Democracy Team.
5.2.2 Complaints about the count must be made in writing to
the Electoral Commission no later than one working day after
the announcement of the result.
5.2.3 The results of Samaggi Samagom presidential election
will only come into effect once the Electoral Commission has
certified that the result is the accurate outcome of a free and
fair democratic procedure.
5.2.4 A count shall only commence for a position once all
complaints and appeals about candidates for that position
have been resolved in accordance with Section 6.

Complaints and Appeals—06
6.1 Making a Complaint
6.1.1
A complaint may be made about the actions of
candidates, supporters or electoral commission.
6.1.2 Complaints must be submitted in writing as soon as
possible after the event that is the subject of the complaint.
Complaints submitted close to the deadline may be too late
for an appropriate sanction to be imposed, and therefore may
be dismissed on that ground. The form may be submitted
electronically to the Electoral Commission elections email
address.
6.1.3 The grounds for complaint are that one or more of the
election rules contained in this Bye Law have been broken.
The complaint must make clear which rule or rules have been
broken, by whom and when. and must be supported by
evidence. Evidence might be, but is not restricted to, the
following: documents; photographs or video clips; screen shots
of web pages; copies of emails, or written statements.
6.1.4 Complaints about campaigning must be submitted not
more than one hour after the close of polling. Complaints
about the count must be made within 24 hours of the
declaration of results. Complaints received after these
deadlines will not normally be considered.

6.1.5 Anonymous complaints will not normally be considered.
If, however, there are compelling reasons for a complainant to
remain anonymous (such as the complainant’s safety), the
Electoral Commission shall have the discretion to consider the
complaint while protecting the identity of the complainant.
6.2 How complaints are considered
6.2.1 The Electoral Commission will investigate the complaint in
a manner which they feel is appropriate, but will be impartial,
thorough and prompt. They shall gather evidence and
interview any person who can provide relevant information.
Written records shall be kept of all such interviews. The
complaint and supporting evidence will be made available to
the person complained about. Anyone who has been
accused of a breach of the Bye Law must be given an
opportunity to respond to such an allegation following the
principles of natural justice. In any hearings or interviews such
persons must have the opportunity to speak.
6.2.2 The Electoral Commission, after carrying out an
investigation, may either:
i)

Determine that there is insufficient evidence to
establish that there has been a breach of the ByeLaw, in which case the complaint will be dismissed;

ii)

Determine that there has not been a breach of
the Bye- Law, in which case the complaint will be
dismissed;

6.2.3 The Electoral Commission will be expected to reach a
decision based on the balance of probabilities, rather than
beyond reasonable doubt.
6.2.4 The Electoral Commission will provide their decision in
writing to the complainant and the subject of the complaint
as soon as possible.
6.2.5 Electoral Commission may impose one or more sanctions
as appropriate:
i)

Removal or confiscation of campaign material;

ii)

A reprimand and a warning that a further breach
could result in a more severe sanction;

iii)

Requiring a candidate and their supporters to stop
campaigning for a set period of time;

iv)

Requiring a candidate to issue an apology to one or
more fellow candidates, or to the whole student
body;

v)

Disqualification from the election

6.3 Appeals against decisions by the Returning Officers
6.3.1 The only circumstances in which a decision of the
Electoral Commission may be challenged are that a
candidate has reasonable grounds, supported by evidence,
for believing that the Electoral Commission has not followed
the Bye-Law or has otherwise acted contrary to Samaggi
Samagom’s Code of Conduct , or announcements relevant to
election.
6.3.2 The incumbent President of Samaggi Samagom will
convene a meeting of the Executive Committee of Samaggi
Samagom as soon as practicable. The Executive members
which include the President of Samaggi Samagom will
determine how the appeal is to be considered.
6.3.3 The Executive Committee shall determine its own
procedures, but should follow the rules of natural justice and
would be expected to consider all relevant documentation,
and may call for such further documents or reports as it
considers necessary. Anyone who has been accused of
wrongdoing must be given an opportunity to respond to such
an allegation following the principles of natural justice.

